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Prerequisites
The course will be taught in English
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Course summary

The textile industry is considered the world's second pollutant, and in Tel Aviv alone, the amount of
cumulative textile waste in Hira reaches an astronomical amount of about 10,100 tons per year. Today,
this waste does not have a real solution, and there are many reasons for this: various types of materials
are irrevocably integrated into the production process, preventing the possibility of separating and
sorting them back into raw materials and reusing them. Parts of the production process often occur in
different locations, causing unnecessary material transport and accumulation of waste in many places
without continuous and economical collection ability. The amount of production is too high and does not
match the estimated amount of consumption, and the average amount of use is too low, causing many
items to be thrown away when in practice they could function for many more years.

In order to understand the problems that exist in depth and to offer sustainable solutions, we will first try
to understand the extent and rate of damage caused by working in non-sustainable production chains.
We will study about a wide range of research methods such as: usability research, user research and
material research. We will discuss the relationship between local production, mobility and sustainability,
with the aim of optimizing production chains and reducing waste in every link. We will experiment with
these ideas by working with the textile waste of a large public organization. The practical work will be
accompanied by a design/planning exercise that will give expression to an idea for a new product/change
to an existing product/change in the way of production or collection of material, in order to bring about
measurable change.

The theme of sustainability confronts all of us with the news we consume, our daily decisions and the
various roles we take on. The course is offered as part of the interdisciplinary unit at Shenkar and as such
will enable and encourage students from various departments to bring and apply the specific field of
knowledge from which they come in the course activities. This course is the result of international
collaboration between the Shenkar Textile Research Center (CIRTex) and the Estonian Academy of the
Arts, and will be delivered by two active researchers from the center (Emma Ernst and Ori Topaz), with
workshops by visiting instructors from the Estonian Academy of the Arts (Reet Aus and Harri Moore).
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https://www.prtfl.co.il/archives/121016
http://www.trashtotrend.com
http://reetaus.com/en
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/make-fashion-circular
https://www.heschel.org.il/heschellib-media-story-130698
https://thecitywasteproject.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/practical_handbook-of-material-flow-
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